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WELCOME 


he central theme of Dante’s Inferno — besides 
all the demon slaying, sinner absolving and 
puzzle solving - is that of commitment. It's a 
tale of a man’s desperate struggle to reclaim 
and release the soul of whom he truly loves most, 
fighting through an almighty force, even when all 
seems lost, and remaining committed to the cause. 

It’s a belief that we stand by ourselves — yOu didn’t 
think that just one issue dedicated to Visceral's latest 
was going to be all, did you? And so here it is, Issue 2 
of our Dante’s Inferno magazines. Bigger and better 
than the first in every Way, this time we take you on 
3 tour through each of Hell's nine circles, from the 
horrors that first await Dante in Limbo, right through 
to Lucifer’s lair in Treachery. 

Of course, those of you wishing to keep their 
experience of Dante’s Inferno pure, please take heed 
of the following advice: our guide to Hell is a detailed 
insight into each of Inferno’s nine circles which, in 
addition to describing the horrors that lie ahead, 
openly reveal each of their secrets and plot points. 

Spoilers lie ahead - you have been warned. 


Enjoy the issue, 


David Scammell 
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THE DESCENT 


Dante’s final moments on Earth before 
descending on a voyage through Hell 


ye ai Bellon 


Hell on Earth 


Upon finding Beatrice’s soul resting inside an abandoned church, 
Dante recovers her Holy Cross, triggering Hell being cast wide open on 
the path before him. Seizing the opportunity to rescue his love from 
Lucifer, Dante starts his descent into Hell... 
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ollowing an epic introductory 

sequence Set on Earth’s 

surface (see ‘The Descent’ 

box just to the left), we catch 
up with Dante as he descends into 
Limbo, the first circle of Hell. 

Limbo’s filled to bursting point 

with the souls of the recently 
deceased, whose screaming spirits 
fill the air with a harrowing cry. 
Bodies flow from the mouths of 
demons, as flaming sinners plummet 
from the skies, plunging into the 
rocks surrounding Dante as 


“Bodies flow from the 
mouths of demons, as 
flaming sinners plummet 
from the skies... 


unbaptised infants set upon him 
with their clawed hands. 


It's here that we meet Charon, 


the vesselman responsible for 
ferrying the souls of the damned 
into Limbo to be judged by King 
Minos, and whose body has 


DANTE’S INFERNO LIMBO VIDEO 


Print Page = Search Issue 


Zoom In 


Zoom Out ~. Toggle Full Screen 


become fused with his ship, with 
only his scarred face remaining at 
the bow of his vessel. 

While attempting to board 
Charon’s boat, Dante is approached 
by Lucifer who taunts him over the 
death of his beloved Beatrice, before 
having his mortality contested by the 
ferryman himself. Ambushed by 
Hell’s minions, Dante plunges into 
the bowels of the ship where a 
crate-pushing puzzle must be solved 
before being cast into battle with the 
damned in a spectacular set-piece 
set over the ghostly river. 

With Charon destroyed, only the 
gargantuan King Minos lies ahead, 
who awaits Dante in his courtroom 
for a grand showdown. But 


will Dante accept what fate S 


has decided? 
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“The souls of those 
overcome by sexual 
desire lie in wait for 
Dante in Lust” 


he souls of those overcome Statues made up of intertwined reveal a sculpture of a lady’s private 
by sexual desire lie in wait sinners litter the hallways of Lust parts as orgasmic whispers fill the 
for Dante in Lust, a realm as Dante passes judgement on air. The colossal (and bare-breasted) 
decorated by sexual topless female members of the Cleopatra frequently attempts to 
imagery, and also the second damned, whose secondary attacks __ thwart Dante during his climb up the 
circle of Hell. sprout obscurely shaped tentacles centre of the tower, ejecting scores 
Reaching Beatrice at the top of from their groin. The level of of unbaptised babes from her 
the tower of Lust is Dante’s top femininity and phallic imagery on nipples (themselves animated to 
priority here, following a brief show in Lust is beyond compare, appear like a pair of lips) as a battle 
puzzle sequence that propels him exampled explicitly by the head of breaks out amid his ascent. As well 
into the eye of the Lust Storm. a stone snake scrolling back to as contending with the damned, 
Dante must carefully position the 
flames of Hell towards Cleopatra's 
breasts if he wishes to proceed. 
But Cleopatra isn’t the only major 
foe who Dante must defeat while in 
Lust, however. Her lover Marc A ae s 
Antony blocks the path to Gluttony, , ~~ 9) 9 J © | Fending off Cleopatra is only 
and must be defeated in brutal iy “ ~ | | half the battle, as at the top 
hand-to-hand combat for ' on’ - ¥ | of the tower you'll have to 
Dante to continue his search | battle her lover, Marc Antony. 
for Beatrice. 
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s Dante edges closer to the 

belly of Hell, he'll have to deal 

with a few bigger bellies in 

Gluttony, whose hungry 
hosts sit devouring the souls of the 
damned for all eternity. 

Unlike the previous two circles, 
Gluttony begins with a boss fight 
against Cerberus, a grotesque 
three-headed monster, whose heads 
protrude from the mouth of a 
particularly plump glutton. Dante 
must evade its attacks, which see 
each of the three heads spitting out 
regurgitated bodies of those who 
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hath sinned, while removing flaming stripped of 
rocks that plug the flames of Hell. their flesh line 
As Cerberus becomes dazed by the the paths of 


“Repulsive creatures 
tussle in the background 
as they feed on the 
bodies of the dead” 


protruding fire, Dante must seize the Gluttony’s interiors, themselves 
opportunity to slice off each of its built of a disgustingly soft tissue 
heads one by one before carving off representative of an intestine (nice) as 
the central head from the inside. open mouths invite the player forward. 
Seeing off Cerberus allows Dante A revealing encounter with Lucifer 
to step further into Gluttony, crossing provides a vision of Beatrice’s final 
paths created by the tongues of moments, before a perplexing puzzle 
sinners and avoiding deadly pits of involving portals puts the future of 
excrement. Repulsive creatures tussle Dante’s quest in doubt. Only those with 


as they feed on the bodies of the dead, _an strong ability for perception 
while slippery serpentlike creatures will be able to proceed towards © 
attempt to devour Dante whole. Bones __ the next stage, Greed. j 


Avoid this glutton’s vomit 
at all costs — its sting is 
as bad as its stench. 
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DEE 
" spray up through Hell’s 


SL EL ANE = crevices, engulfing the 


he murky caverns of Hell soon Greed will likely be Dante's taming a.colossal beast to climb un derworld Ina br | ght 
begin to sparkle upon entering — toughest test yet. the structures beyond Plutus’ ” 
nS Greed, as fountains of molten But both physical and mental chamber proves invaluable to yellow glow 
4 gold spray up through Hell's dexterity is also a must if Dante Dante’s cause. 
crevices and engulf the underworld wishes to make it through this A fiery showdown with his 
in a bright yellow glow. fourth circle. Dante must act father proves to be Dante's 
Dante’s father Alighiero, the quickly to cross moving platforms ultimate test of strength and 
greediest of all sinners, reigns early on to avoid being encased in character so far, who must be 
supreme within Greed, a realm filled molten gold, and later solve a defeated in combat before 
with the souls of those gripped by brainteasing puzzle that sees the proceeding further into Hell This 
self-indulgence. More powerful souls of those most selfish face is a battle made considerably 
enemies like Hoarder Wasters who the wrath of Hell’s guillotine. easier by the revelation of 
wield deadly golden maces (pictured Flowing rivers of gold feature Alighiero’'s lust for Beatrice. 
below right) reside here, spilling coins _ richly throughout Greed, which Tempers run high and 
when hit. When it comes to combat, Dante must avoid to escape instant —_ blood runs thick as Dante (>) 
death, while descends into Anger... 
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“Souls of the dead attempt 
to grab hold of Dante as he 
passes overhead, 
threatening to perform 
unthinkable acts” 


Phlegyas can cause plenty 
of pain with his fiery breath 


if you're not careful. 


Close Issue 


ouls of those most hateful 
are condemned to an 
eternity of pain in Anger, who 
twitch and moan as Dante 
passes beside them. Thick fields of 
thorns and thick gooey swampland 
look on in the distance, and as 
Dante navigates ropes overhead, 
the dead attempt to grab hold, 
threatening to perform unthinkable 
acts should they manage to get their 
hands on him. As Hell goes, Anger’s 
one of the worst places to be. 
Dante’s first task here is to reach 
the top of a flaming tower and make 
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his way into the city of Dis, pushing 
and pulling a lever into particular 
positions to ensure the lift he 
stands on continues to take him 
onwards on his journey. But Dante 
must act swiftly and with good 
judgement - fail to recognise the 
correct positioning quickly enough 
and the flames of Hell will put a 
sudden end to his quest. 

On reaching the tower's 
summit, Dante summons Anger’s 
boatman Phlegyas to march him 
across the Styx Marsh and into 
Dis, who offers the crown of his 


INFERN@ 


ANGER VIDEO 


Zoom Out 


Toggle Full Screen 


head to transport him across 
the thick marshland. 

Upon arriving at the river's 
edge, Phlegyas rises from the 
deep, exposing his gigantic, flery 
frame, forcing Dante to jump 
to stable ground while avoiding 
the fire demon’s attacks. Dante 
spots Lucifer and Beatrice 
conversing in the distance. It’s 
clear that it won’t be long until 
Lucifer manages to seduce 
Dante’s one true love. 

Dante proceeds to navigate 
the spires protruding from the 
furnace that rages below, before 
finding himself caught in the 
midst of a ferocious battle on 
his final approach to Dis. 

But an even worse fate lies for 
Dante ahead. Witnessing Lucifer 
convince Beatrice into becoming 
his wife, he watches helplessly as 
the two passionately kiss as her 
body gradually undergoes a 
demonic transformation. Dante 
yells out in anguish, but it is to no 
avail, as Lucifer summons 
Beatrice deeper into Hell. 
Climbing back onto Phlegyas, 
Dante marches across the 
bridge leading into the city 
Dis, and with it, straight (>) 
into the heart of Heresy... 
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series of flame-filled tombs 
and corridors lie in wait in 
Heresy, requiring that our 
conqueror tread lightly and 
think vigilantly before turning each 
corner. But the flames found within 


Heresy is one large puzzle, so be 
prepared for plenty of headscratching 
as you approach the gateway to Dis. 
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this forsaken land can also be 
used to Dante’s advantage, and 

by carefully manipulating switches, 
it’s possible for our hero to turn 
the fires of Hell on those intent 

on his destruction. 

The souls of heretics await 
deeper within this sixth circle, with 
scores of sorcerers dwelling inside 
the tomb of Epicurus, who use 
their magic to render them 
invulnerable to Dante’s Holy Cross 
attack. Dante has no choice but to 
engage in hand-to-hand combat 
with his scythe to secure his 
survival. Their sorcery further 
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“lame-filled tombs 
and corridors lie in 
wait in Heresy” 
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extends to surrounding 
enemies too, meaning 
Dante will need to see off 
the powerful sorcerers 
before attacking any of the lesser 
minions. A string of puzzles 
stretch throughout the tombs as 
Dante seeks to raise the statue 
of Epicurus towards the light 
above, causing the statue to 
shatter in the powerful beam and 
open the path on. But in order to 
proceed, Dante must turn back 
and have his patience tested with / = 
a slight amount of backtracking. 
Care Is needed so 
as to not take the 
wrong path and be 
stuck in the tomb 
for all of eternity. 

After a climb up 
the centre of the 
innermost tomb 


the platforms 
on which Dante 
rests and forcing a 


high speed 


exit into 
Zoom Out 


and the destruction a 
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he Minotaur guards the 
entrance to Violence, whose 
axe must be used to break 
down the chains blocking 
Dante’s progress to Phlegethon, a 
river of boiling blood. It’s in this first 
ring of Violence that the souls of 
those who have committed murder 
and horrifying acts of war spend their 
eternity, drowning in the pool of 
blood and watched over by the 
Centaurs that stand above them. 
Dante must navigate this ring while 
contending with larger, winged 
demons and avoiding the flames that 


VI@LE 


VIOLENCE VIDEO 


atl 


i =S 
[fo 


SF B 


\ 


flow from the backs of the Centaurs. 

A warning from Lucifer warns Dante 
that he is not ready for the Wood of 
Suicides, a horrific forest lined with the 
bodies of those who took their own 
lives. Unperturbed by Lucifer’s call, 
Dante heads inward to be greeted by 
the cries of those who have committed 
suicide, and must destroy the suicide 
trees whose seed tempt Dante into 
taking his own life. Deep within Dante 
finds the soul of his own mother, Bella, 
and learns that she had taken her own 
life after suffering at the hand of his 
father. She requests absolution for her 
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Beatrice’s brother Francesco must 
be defeated if you wish to continue 
your journey through Hell. 
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“The Minotaur guards the 
entrance to Violence, whose 
axe must be used to break : 
down the chains to Phlegathon 
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sins, something Dante is only too happy 
to grant, and Is entrusted with the 
power of the Suicide Fruit, a powerful 
stun move that leaves surrounding 
enemies dazed and open to attack. 
Trekking further opens up a sand- 
swept path that Dante must follow, 
passing alongside the Phlegethon’s 
waterfall, where he meets Beatrice’s 
brother and dear friend, Francesco. 
Francesco blames Dante for his 
damnation and challenges him to 
a duel. Francesco's might is all 
that stands in the way between 
Dante and the Seventh Circle... 


Zoom In“. Zoom Out ~. Toggle Full Screen 


~ Close Issue | 


Previous Page ~~ Next Page 


@® — DOWNLOAD OTHER MAGS “© Contact Us © Tella friend 


a Wh. gee 
ae 


AUD 


series of 10 challenge rooms 
lie within Fraud, acting as the 
ultimate test of Dante’s 
strength and endurance. Dante 
must rely on everything he has learned 
throughout his journey through Hell 
thus far, and a combination of physical 
~~ ; skill and tactical thinking Is required if 
| <= . : Dante wishes to succeed. Players 
\ Si) must think long and hard about which 


: | Relics to equip before heading into 
“A caries of 10 |: 


battle, with the latest relic to be 


earned, Francesco's Forgiveness, 
chal enge l ooms gained by absolving Francesco after 
lie within Fraud their confrontation in Violence, coming 


in handy most here, offering a 
protection from enemy 
damage while equipped. 

Beatrice has deceived Dante 
as Danterdid her on Earth, 
siding with Lucifer and setting 
the spirits of the Malebolge 
onto him in an attempt to leave 
him rotting within Fraud. Here 
you'll face every enemy type 
as you progress through the 
large hollow caverns of the 
Malebolge, battling atop a 
lonely platform in the centre of 
a never-ending pit. 


Fraud is made up of a series 
of challenges which test the 
player's skill and endurance. 
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Bonuses can be earned by acting 
swiftly and performing each task 
within an allotted time, and using a 
combination of both Dante's scythe 
and the Holy Cross will likely be key 
to your survival. Dante must battle 
through panderers and seducers, 
simonists and flatterists, though save 
points between each offer a respite 
for those unable to handle the 
increasing intensity of each 
successive challenge. But ironically it 
is the fourth test of the Malebolge 
that will likely prove the most difficult 
challenge for Dante, a test of skill 
rather than power, 
requiring that he 
stay in the air for 
eight seconds ina 
single jump. The 
manipulation of a 
variety of moves 
is necessary, and 
only the strongest 
of fighters - both 
in willpower and 
n might — will make 


it through S 


to the final 
circle. 
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n encounter with Beatrice 
precedes Dante’s descent into 
the final Circle of Hell, where her 
absolution is granted following 
Dante’s plea for repentance. Having 
faced the challenges of Hell, Beatrice’s 
soul is cast over with a divine light, 
freeing her of Dante’s sins and securing 
her a place in the heavens above. 
Dante, however, must proceed 
forward for a final showdown with 
Lucifer in Treachery, the icy heart of 
Hell. His descent into the Ninth Circle 
begins with a test of athleticism and 
timing, where he must swing across icy 
platforms while avoiding the gusty 
breaths of Treachery’s goliaths. A 
crumbling bridge of ice lies ahead, and 
Dante must tread carefully to avoid 
falling into the abyss that runs below. 
Reaching the end, Dante cracks open 
the Chains of Judecca that seal the 
path to Cocytus, Lucifer’s icy lair. 
Lucifer awaits Dante’s arrival, 
cackling to himself in his icy courtyard 
as Dante plummets towards him. An 
image of the Star of David becomes 
animated with flames and the stage 
is set for an almighty battle, though 
Lucifer does not present himself in a 
form familiar to Dante. Instead, he has 


Fi 


transformed into a colossal three- 
headed beast, which can only be 
damaged by Dante’s Holy Cross. 

An epic battle ensues as Lucifer 
pounds the ground, sending deadly 
ripples across the arena which Dante 
must avoid. Moments of weakness 
offer opportunities for Dante to 
counter-act, exposing the beast’s 
fragile fiery belly which Dante must 
direct his Holy Cross towards. After 
damaging Lucifer sufficiently, his true 
form appears and engages Dante in a 
more traditional battle. 

Lucifer’s almighty power proves too 
tough for Dante to match, sending 
licks of fire spiralling towards our hero 
and blinding him with great flashes of 
light. With the Chains of Judecca 
broken, Lucifer attempts to escape 


Not long now before Dante will be 
reunited with Beatrice... or will he? 


“Dante seeks absolution, 
calling on the souls of 
those he has pardoned 

during his quest’ 
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kingdom of 
Purgatory, but is 
stopped by Dante, who bares his 
Holy Cross for one final time. With 
Lucifer at the mercy of Dante, he 
reminds him of his death in Acre. It’s 
revealed that Dante’s fate had been 
sealed long before he began his 
descent into Treachery, and Dante 
seeks absolution, calling on the souls 
of those he had pardoned during his 
quest. With the power of the almighty 
souls, Lucifer finally meets his match 
and becomes imprisoned within the 
walls of Cocytus for 

all eternity. Dante, 

having found 

redemption, joins 

Beatrice in Heaven. 
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To celebrate the release of Dante's Inferno, EA has 
provided us with nine wallpapers, one for each circle to 
share with our readers! 

Each wallpaper shows one of the ghastly beings you'll 
encounter in the Inferno, giving you a heads-up as to what 
to expect in the full game. 
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Simply select the size of wallpaper that you want and then 
click on the image to the right to download it. You can 
download as many different ones and different sizes as 
you like! 


Dante’s Inferno is out now on Xbox 360 & PlayStation 
3. A PSP version releases on February 26th. 
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